


T h e  P E R F EC T  
We d d i n g  T h e me !

You are about to indulge into a journey that you have 

no doubt dreamed about throughout your entire life. 

The dress, the first kiss and all the beautiful little things 

in between have already been brought to life through 

dress-ups as a kid and girly conversations as you swoon 

over your crush throughout your teenage years. But 

now the time is right. The day you get to marry the one 

love of your life. And with an endless list of Pinterest 

dreams of glorious themes, just remember to keep one 

main theme throughout; your love.

What truly lies at the core of your magical day is the 

coming together of two people who love each other 

wider than any ocean; and this day is a celebration of 

exactly that. As you delve into the beautiful wide world 

of weddings remember to choose the things that matter 

to you and your partner, to enjoy the journey of creating 

a day filled with pieces of your quirky character and 

songs with lyrics that ring melodies of happiness and 

speak words that cant’ be spoken.

You may choose bohemian, Grecian, rustic, modern, 

elegant, black tie, backyard, cultural or relaxed. 

Whatever it may be make sure your remember that 

as your choosing the flavour of your cake or the font 

of the place cards that while all these beautiful bells 

and whistles are all too much fun remember what this 

special day is about, who is there to celebrate with you 

and what you will have at the end of the day – your 

husbands hand in marriage of course!



Contents

Bas e   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

1. How to Avoid Stress when Planning your Wedding  .................................................  4

2. When and Why you Should Meet Your Wedding Vendors  ...................................  6

3. Tips to Planning a Wedding While You’re Working Full Time  .............................  8

4. Do’s and Don’ts when preparing Your Wedding  .....................................................  10

5. Why an Elopement may be the answer!  .......................................................................  12

6. Wedding Traditions That Aren’t So Traditional Anymore  ..................................... 14

S eas o n a l   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16

7. Which florals for which season?  ....................................................................................... 18

8. Tips to planning the ultimate summer wedding  .....................................................  20

9. Planning a Winter Wedding  ..............................................................................................  22

10.  Top Three Reasons to Get Married on the Gold Coast  ....................................... 24

We d d i n g  Da y   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 6

11. How to Write Unique Wedding Vows  ........................................................................... 28

12. 10 Quirky Wedding Ideas  .................................................................................................  30

13. What NOT to do on the Morning of Your Gold Coast Wedding  ..................... 32

14. Wedding Day Hair and Makeup Tips and Tricks  ....................................................  34

15. What happens once you have booked your photographer?  ............................ 36

16. Do I really need to pose?  .................................................................................................. 38

P o s t  We d d i n g   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 0

17. When do I get to see my wedding pictures?  ........................................................... 42

18. Destination unknown – Honeymoon hotspots for everyone  ...........................  44

U n i q u e  f r o m  Fea t h e r  an d  F i n c h   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 6

19. The Real Reasons I Love Destination Wedding Photography  .........................  48

20. An Album More Than Just an Album | Fine Art Wedding Albums  ..............  50

1 



Base



1.  HOW TO AVOID STRESS WHEN 
PLANNING YOUR WEDDING

One of the best days of your life should come with all the happiness in the world, 
leading up to and on the day. There are a few pointers that can totally make all 
the difference when planning your wedding, and have you feeling on top of it all! 

GIVE YOURSELF TIME
If getting things organised for the big day is not a huge rush, take your time to 
ensure your favourite vendors are available. Not only will this relieve your stress in 
the lead up and planning of your wedding, but you will know you have your best 
(and favourite) team with you.

WRITE A LIST!
Put your mind to pen, and pen to paper. Although your list may seem longer than 
first expected, you will sleep easy knowing your more organised and what’s left 
on your to do. 

DELEGATE, DELEGATE, DELEGATE
If friends and family offer their helping hand (and you trust them), TAKE IT! 
Having a few extra things ticked off the wedding list will relieve a whole lot of 
time for you. Plus they totally like to feel as though they have contributed to your 
wedding day!

HAVE A BACKUP PLAN THAT YOU LOVE!
Many brides have a little plan in case the weather doesn’t go as dreamed, but 
more often than not they are not really pleased with what their alternate is. 
Create a backup plan early on in the process, and one you love! You’ll find in the 
days, weeks and months leading up you will be at ease knowing that whatever 
the weather you have the perfect plan b. 

MEET YOUR VENDORS
Grab that coffee, do the skype meeting and take that trial! Meeting your 
vendors will take all the questions out, remove any awkwardness you think you 
might have and allow both you and your partner to go ahead and ask as many 
questions as you need to feel completely comfortable.

BE HONEST
Speak up. Communication is key! This goes for planning with your vendors, 
bridesmaids and partner. Have an inspiration board or book to help get your 
ideas across. Pictures are an amazing way to show peeps what you do and don’t 
love!

REMEMBER THE IMPORTANT THINGS
 This day is about celebrating your love
 This day is about celebrating your love
 Repeat number one and two.
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2.  WHEN AND WHY YOU SHOULD MEET 
YOUR WEDDING VENDORS

When it comes to choosing the people who are a 
part of your wedding day it is important to know 
that you are the right fit! You may love their work, 
enjoy their gelato or melt over the landscape in the 
background of their venue, but what happens if 
once you meet them things aren’t just quite right? 
It happens, and that’s ok. There are a few ways to 
navigate through and prevent this from happening 
and it all starts with a friendly chat, and when 
suitable a little meet and greet.

When it comes to meeting your vendors you want 
to know that they are just as excited and invested 
in your wedding day as you are, so getting to know 
them, their ideas and how they work can be crucial 
to a smooth and carefree wedding day. While 
it’s great if you can meet with as many vendors 
as possible here a few key peeps we think it’s 
important to touch base with through more than 
an email.

PHOTOGRAPHER 
We are always up for a chat! We want to envision 
your day exactly how you plan. These memories 
are going to last more than a lifetime; they will 
be passed down from generation to generation 
with stories and tales, so it’s important that your 
photographer has a clear understanding as to how 
you see your day unfolding. 

Meet with your photographer once you have 
chosen your date - check their availability if you 
have one in mind as they tend to book out 10-12 

months in advance.

VIDEOGRAPHER
Like your photographer, these little beauties will 
also be highlighting the key features of your day 
– make clear the things you really want involved 
and the style in which you are after. Discussing 
the vibes and feels of your day will be a huge 
contributing factor; are you set in for formal kind 
of night, or a relaxed more party vibe?

Meet with your videographer around 6-12 months 
in advance. Share the things you love and even 
provide some ideas on some of their previous work 
so you are both on the same level.

HAIR AND MAKEUP
Discussing your styles for hair and makeup can be 
a little tricky if you don’t have something in mind 
or you haven’t chosen your dress. Once you know 
the style of the day get together a little mood 
board of all the things you love. If you’re not into 
the girly stuff it can be a little tricky so meet with 
your stylist to get an expert opinion on things that 
will work for you.

Use this trial as the perfect excuse for a night out! 
Your bridal shower, your hens even your kitchen tea, 
everyone loves to get a little glammed up so why not 
take the opportunity around 6 months in advance.

CATERING
Everyone likes to try before they buy, but not all 
caterers offer a little taste test! Once you have 
decided on your venue discuss the catering 
options with their chef. If you are out sourcing 
your tucker get in touch to see if you can meet to 
discuss the menu options! Keep in mind the season 
of your wedding; you may not want to serve a 
warm soup on a hot December day, nor offer an 
array of frozen yogurt in the middle of winter! 

Meet your caterers once you have chosen your 
venue and make a little date day/night for you and 
your partner around 6-9 months in advance to 
choose the delish little delights to be served up to 
your guests.

CELEBRANT 
The Ring Leader, the Official, the Master of your 
opening ceremony; this special person is about to 
set the foundations of our love and formalise your 
love before all your special family and friends. It 
is a requirement to meet you marriage celebrant 
before you are wed, but in all honesty, it is best 
to get to know them well and truly before your 
magical day. You want them to know the ins and 
outs, be comfortable talking about your love and 
each of you as individuals too!

Meet your celebrant a few times throughout the 
process if you can. A few little coffee catch ups or 
a skype call when needed will make reading your 
vows out loud and declaring your love a little less 
nerve racking.
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3.  TIPS TO PLANNING A 
WEDDING WHILE YOU’RE 
WORKING FULL TIME

Planning this extravagant day can be little bit daunting to say the least, super 
exciting but a slightly overwhelming. Now throw in a nine to five, possibly some 
little munchkins and few weekend hobbies and how are you meant to find the time 
to plan one of the biggest days of your life without the extra weight of stress?

Now, we all know that we can’t plan our weddings while we are at work (cough 
cough) but let’s go through a few ideas to get you a little more organised so you 
can spend more time focusing on ‘work’ at work and less on Pinterest (uh, like 
that’s every going to happen!) 

 Give Yourself Enough Time 
It is never too early to start. The best thing you can is set yourself a little 
timeline of things you know you need to organise. Start from the top and just 
work your way from the top to the bottom – it will build up over time, but you 
feel so relived knowing your organised and of top of everything! Find yourself 
some incredible wedding planning stationary – because we all know it must 
look the part or it doesn’t count!

 Allocate Time Together
Set aside some time each week to spend together to talk it all out – 
preferably not during a football game!! Taking the time for yourselves will 
allow you to chat about things in depth and get to know what each of you 
envision and how each of you are going with the booking side of things. 

 Get to Know Your Vendors 
One of the best things you can do is get to know your vendors. Explain to 
them your crazy lifestyle and the best ways to communicate with you – are 
you best on email, a quick afternoon phone call or few texts throughout the 
week? If you get the opportunity to meet in person it may be the best thing 
you possibly do – grab a quick coffee during your break and chat about all 
the details. You will be so surprised at how much you can sort out with just 
one catch up opposed to fifty emails, especially when coffee is involved! 

 Don’t Let the Little Things Get You Down
It is ok to let go of the little things. Just because you didn’t have enough time 
to hand-make the honey bonbonnieres or take the calligraphy class to free 
hand the ‘Welcome’ sign yourself doesn’t mean your wedding will be any less 
beautiful. Keeping it simple is the key to success, just add in the parts that 
reflect your individual love and voila, your perfect wedding!

 Get A Wedding Planner
If those little decisions are becoming too much, leave it to the professionals. 
If you want to go all out but don’t have enough hours in the day, secure a 
Wedding Planner to take care of the details and you just stick to picking the 
location, colours and your favourite vendors!
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4.  DO’S AND DON’TS WHEN 
PREPARING YOUR WEDDING

When you start to prepare for your day there are so many things that come 
to mind that even beginning the beginning of the list seems unachievable. We 
have put together a few little tips to help you ease into that wedding mode and 
prepare you for preparing your wedding day (cause that is totally a thing!) 

DO set out some time to chat with your partner. Decide on some of the key 
features of your day and designate a few jobs around to take ease the workload. 

DON’T give in to the things that you don’t love. There is nothing worse than feeling 
a little bridal pressure from friends and family; choose the characteristics that 
represent you – just cause cousin Katie had a DJ from weneedadj.com doesn’t 
mean you must too! This is YOUR wedding, a representation of YOUR relationship. 

DO decide if you prefer a cocktail, sit-down or buffet style of reception; this can 
play a huge role in choosing your venues, scrumptious food and styling! 

DO remember to start looking and booking your vendors. Venues and 
photographers book incredibly quickly, some up to 18 months in advance! So, put 
your feelers out for your date and lock your favourites in and work the rest around 
that. 

DON’T forget to visit these incredible places! Taste the cake, take a walk through 
the venue (multiple times) and quadruple check that champagne. Planning your 
wedding should be some of your best days, many people forget to enjoy the lead 
up just as much as the day.

DO consider a backup plan if you’re having an outdoor wedding. Sometimes, well, 
all the time, we can’t predict the weather that far in advance so chat with your 
vendors for a wet weather option – just in case! 

DON’T get caught up on the little things. While these still play a special part in 
your day, if you feel you’re getting side tacked deciding on what size font you 
want your table numbers, sit down, revaluate and focus on the things that will truly 
mean something to you on the day.

DON’T forget to meet with your photographer and lock in a date for your 
engagement shoot. This will not only allow you to get to know your photographer, 
but if there are any camera-shy participants they will be totally comfortable on the 
day knowing that they don’t have to do the usual stand, smile and say ‘cheese’.

DO choose your traditions and run with them. Every wedding is so unique, fill 
yours with personal or cultural traditions that you will remember forever; and if you 
don’t have any to instil, that’s just as amazing and hey, a whole new tradition in its 
self!

DON’T forget to take out a few moments of your day for yourself. Sit back 
together and take it all in. Relish in those moments of bliss and remember that 
everyone surrounding is there to celebrate YOU and YOUR love!
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5.  WHY AN ELOPEMENT MAY BE 
THE ANSWER!

It is becoming more and more common for two strong hearts to slip away under 
the sun and vow their love to each other forever and ever in enchanted forests 
and deserted islands, sounds romantic right? Your love doesn’t always have to be 
announced to the world with all the bits and bobs, but instead could begin with a 
foundation of forever that’s instilled through intimate moments with the one who 
matters most. Then maybe, just maybe, a little celebration with your nearest and 
dearest to commemorate such an incredible milestone. 

It is easy to get caught up in everything weddings, there is so much to see, book 
and buy, but when it all boils down it is all about the beginning of a new journey. 

Capturing that essence is what I love to do. The moments in time that you will 
never get back yet want to relive forever and ever. Imagine planning your day 
exactly how you wanted, for just the two of you! 

So, what’s so special about elopements? 

 You get your lover all to yourself!
There is no sharing amongst the guests, no loosing each other in a crowd and 
no morning apart; it’s the best day of your life, enjoy it side by side!

 You can indulge a little!
All those tiny extras are gone, you’ve stripped to the basics so go on, indulge 
a little. Go a little further for your location, get the dress you’ve always wanted, 
go for a longer honeymoon or book the vendors you’ve dreamed of! Or do the 
opposite, save a little (or a lot) of cash! 

 We get the real and the RAW
There is no pressure, so stress and no one watching. It’s just you two running 
wild with your love and me socking up the moments and indulging in the 
picturesque surroundings. 

 Pick exactly where you want!
No need to worry if no one else can make it, afford it or desire to be in that 
location. We could galivanting out way through Moroccan landscapes, sailing 
away through the Maldives on sunset or glamping in the rainforests of Northern 
Queensland; all that matters is you get to be married!!

I could go on and on about how incredible an elopement is; from the moments you’ll 
remember to the ones you’ll relive, sometimes a day alone away from the world is 
just the perfect way to start a beautiful beginning.
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6.  WEDDING TRADITIONS THAT AREN’T SO 
TRADITIONAL ANYMORE

Every weekend I am blessed to be introduced to 
so many unique and wonderful ways to celebrate 
marriage. Whether it be a new take on your first 
thought wedding gown, or the humours entrance 
song for the bride and groom, I have certainly 
come to learn that nothing is out of the ordinary 
and our initial thoughts on ‘wedding traditions’ just 
aren’t so traditional anymore.

SAME SAME, BUT DIFFERENT.
It is becoming increasingly popular to host the 
best party of all, all under the same roof! No need 
to transport guests or worry about killing time 
while the bride and groom dazzle in front of the 
camera. Couples are taking in all the surroundings 
and perks of their incredibly stunning venue and 
using different locations throughout to celebrate 
their ceremony and reception – clever, I know! 

WHERE’S THE CAKE?
Everyone loves a little sweet at the end of the 
night, but not everyone is a fan of the traditional 
black forest fruit cake layered in three-inch white 
icing. Don’t get me wrong I am always up for it, but 
there are few new crowd pleasers on the block and 
we certainly won’t be saying no thank you to any 
of these goodies. All hail the doughnut stands, lolly 
tables, pancake bars, cupcakes, cheese platters 
and chocolate fondue fountains! 

TRUCK-IN, IT’S DINNER TIME!
Food vans are the ultimate guilty pleasure and 
they are hitting the wedding scene hard with 
incredible varieties and good looking wheels alike. 
From coffees and dessert kombi’s, right through 
to portable tacos and tequila bars, there is a food 
van to suit every foodie’s dreams and desires. 
Catering for an open outdoor style of wedding, 

these have proven to be a hit time and time again 
with countless compliments on taste, smell and 
adding a whole lot of flavour to that festival style 
atmosphere!

FIRST DANCE
Ah, your first dance as husband and wife. 
Traditionally, we watch on to beautiful heart felt 
moments between lovers as they dance into each 
other’s arms while the rest of us are in complete 
awe. Yes, this is still a tradition flying quite high, 
but you would be surprised at the amount of 
times it slips under the radar incomplete, whether 
it is intentional or everyone was just having too 
much fun with the beats on the dancefloor, 
the first dance, always known to be the dance 
floor starter, has this tradition been secretly 
diminishing!? Or maybe it’s making new room for 
the choreographed Broadway shows!? Either way, 
we still think it is a must have tradition – and makes 
for incredible captures!

SUMMER LOVIN’
Oh, the joys of choosing a date that all your 
favourite vendors have free – do not stress! Winter 
weddings are totally a thing! Summer weddings 
are always a favourite but the traditional sunshine, 
beach (which we totally adore) are now on par 
with other seasons in snow-capped hills and 
autumn fallen forests – ah the colours, a Gold 
Coast photographer’s epitome of perfection! 

So, you have a little quirk, a little out of the 
ordinary? Bring it on. That’s the best part, breaking 
the boundaries and making your own traditions 
based on your unique state of love. 
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7.  WHICH FLORALS FOR WHICH 
SEASON?

You may have your heart set on those freshly bloomed peonies, or that summery 
scent of frangipani for your special, but not all florals are available throughout the 
year. While some of the flowers you like may be available to be imported why not 
chat to your local florist to see what is in season to save yourself some cold hard 
cash and still be dripping in the finest floral haven.  

Flowers (as you know) can play a huge role in the styling of your wedding day. The 
simple yet oh so effective additions of native greenery adds vibes of that rustic 
love, pops of red melt hearts being traditional colour of love, while soft pinks and 
pastel tones add a splash of those romantic feels and white of course bursts with 
minimalism perfection! 

But how do you know what’s in season when you’re planning so far ahead? Here are 
the top three florals for each season!

SUMMER:
Hydrangeas – simple and delicate, these are the perfect addition when you have 
forgotten your something blue.

Kangaroo Paw – Bright red Australian Native for those outback inspired bouquets!

Zinnias – These are the best way to add a pop of colour; bright bold and beautiful 
they are the perfect piece to your popping summer bouquet.

AUTUMN:
Gardenias – A bridal fave, these beauties are a white perfection; soft, romantic and 
sit beautifully amongst a handful of foliage.

Magnolias – Delicate, delightful and a feature flower to say the least! 

Austin Roses – Dense petals that are thick and full of that gorgeous rosy smell! They 
look as thick as fairy floss and colours  range from light soft pink to deep burgundy, 
looking as beautiful as they smell!

WINTER:
Star of Bethlehem’s – Bunch these together and bam, your perfect white posy! 

Poppies – Delicate and red, these little addition certainly stand out in a crowd.

Oriental Lily – This beauty is believed to have links to the Goddess of Love!

SPRING:
Blossoms –  spring is In the air when these delicate beauties come out! The 
definition of ‘pretty in pink’.

Orchids – A delicate row of rising florals, these create dynamic and depth in every 
bouquet!

Peonies – A favourite among brides, these soft yet dense romantic flowers are 
as full of petals as hearts are with love and their colours have you melting with 
wedding bliss!
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8.  TIPS TO PLANNING THE ULTIMATE 
SUMMER WEDDING

Oh, the sweet bliss of a summer wedding; the 
gorgeous cocktail attire, the sun kissed skin, 
cloudless blue skies and sweet smell of that salty 
summer air; but Mother Nature isn’t always that 
kind. Sometimes she likes to throw in a little (or 
a lot) of wind, rain and what most people don’t 
think of when planning their special day,  
a blazing sun!

While summer weddings are far from few, it is 
easy to forget some key things to consider when 
planning their ultimate summer spectacular.

Here is how to plan ahead to ensure those summer 
critters and melting cheese boards are a no show 
on your big day.

LOCATION, LOCATION
Choose a wedding venue that offers an indoor/
outdoor option. Having the chance to get that 
much needed shade will come with a huge relief 
to you and your guests; wind, sun or rain! Make the 
best of both worlds and choose to have one part 
of your celebration outside and one part in!

HEAT PROTECTION
There can simply never be enough! Sunscreen, 
hand-held fans and umbrellas; yep! You read right 
– umbrellas are perfect to protect your guests from 
the rain AND sun.

WATER
Worried about the look of guests walking 
around with water bottles of all sorts? Ask your 
bar service to serve in icy cold water in crystal 
goblets with raspberries and a slice of lemon to 
get those summery vibes flowing along with the 
hydration.

BREATHABLE ATTIRE
You may be shopping for your wedding dress in 
the middle of Winter so keep in mind not only the 
style but the type of material of both yours and 
your bridesmaid’s gowns. Oh, and don’t forget the 
boys in their suits!!

H20’S THE WAY TO GO!
Pick a person, any person and delegate them to 
be your water supplier for the day. Try and pick 
someone that will actually give you the water and 
not swap it out for the vodka!  

FOOD CHOICES
Be mindful of what your serving your guests. 
Meats and seafood can be dangerous if they’re not 
stored or severed correctly; and make sure that 
cheese board is out of the sun and covered up 
when not being indulged in; it’s for the guests not 
the creepy crawlys. 

TIME PLAN
Be sure to head to the location of your ceremony 
at the exact time you plan to have your wedding in 
the lead up. You can then make sure your stylists 
know where and what to set up to avoid squinting 
into the sun. It is always best to meet with your 
photographer before the wedding to discuss 
options for you photos too, they will know some 
great places to avoid or go to if the sun is beaming 
on the day! 

BEACH WEDDING?
Everyone loves to get married by the ocean but no 
one like burnt feet! Be mindful of people standing 
in the sand for too long and of those dear elderly 
guests who may be a little fragile walking up and 
down the sand.
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9. PLANNING A WINTER WEDDING 

Now, I know what you’re thinking, a winter 
wedding? In a freezing cold place that celebrates 
the amount of the snow that falls from the sky 
the night before with even colder beers – you’re 
crazy!?

So, take a deep breath and let that sense of 
adventure run through you for just a moment. 
What if I told you that a space flying high among 
the skies with a 360-degree view from the peak of 
a snow- capped mountain could be your special 
place, the place you shared you last first kiss. What 

laughter? Guests can have the weekend to ski 
the slopes, explore the National Parks and create 
unforgettable experiences all within the happiness 
of your marriage.

Let the warmth of your love and the people 
surrounding be the fuel to the fire of your 
wedding day and leave the rest up to let the 
incredibly humble locals and vendors who share 
their kind words, experiences and expertise in 
ensuring your day is more than what you could 
have dreamed of.

if I told you that the morning after your winter 
wedded bliss you could wake up to a world that 
stood frozen, glistening in the winter light while 
you laid there saturated in the warmth of your 
sheets and heat of your hearts.

While these alone are enough to leave you 
speechless, let’s go back to what your wedding is 
all about – a celebration of your love right? Well, 
what better way to bring together your family and 
friends than to share these beautiful experiences 
with them in place that brings so much light and 

I have seen first-hand the experiences in which 
these places create; from sitting by the fire place 
with warm coffee or fresh brew right through 
to the chair lift chats and local kindness that is 
exuded, the atmosphere is something that cannot 
be described, more an intrinsic euphoric notion 
that leaves you wanting more.

Sink down a warm shot of whisky to heat the heart 
and dance yourself a jacket, a winter wedding is 
where it’s at!
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10.  TOP THREE REASONS TO GET MARRIED 
ON THE GOLD COAST

There are a million and one reasons why this 
beautiful part of Australia is a number one 
wedding destination. From overseas travellers’ 
right through to local love, the Gold Coast inspires 
such a diverse range of lovers with the amazing 
traits it holds within its heart. There is nothing 
I love more than capturing each wedding story 
with a unique flare, and although that means I am 
able to travel the globe to extraordinary cultures 
and sceneries, there are so many places within 
this location that can allow you to feel a part of 
something so unique - like they say, there’s no 
place like home! So, let me fill you in on a few 
reasons why the Gold Coast is the perfect place to 
tie the knot!

OH, THE LAND AND SEA
From the golden tones of the sandy shores right 
through to the intricate detail of the tree lined 
rainforests, the Gold Coast has the most diverse 
range of landscapes set for your wedding day! 
Within thirty minutes you can be set on the sandy 
shores for a balmy night of fun or escaping into 
the glorious hinterland with the fresh countryside 
air and scenery to just as beautiful as your love.

VENDOR GALORE
You are honestly spoilt for choice, what more can 
I say? The Gold Coast has some of the world’s 
finest vendors on its radar. Each venue is so unique 
allowing you to stay true to your style while adding 
splashes of your unique character through your 
endless choices of live music, styling and most 
importantly, your FOOD! Don’t be afraid to get 
fancy, trial run a few things to find exactly what 
you’re after, and most importantly meet with your 
vendors to make sure you guys are a perfect fit!

HELLO HOLIDAY
No one could ever say no to attend such a blissful 
day for you and your partner, nor could they turn 
down the opportunity to have a little getaway 
themselves! The Gold Coast is the perfect place 
for your guests to indulge before and after your 
celebration and truly make the most of their time 
in the sunshine state. With white sandy beaches, 
theme parks galore and mountains as far as the 
eye can see, this gem within Australia really offers 
a little piece of paradise for an holiday maker.
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11.  HOW TO WRITE UNIQUE 
WEDDING VOWS

These sweet sentimental words can sometimes 
prove to be the hardest to string together – I 
ask the same question as you; why oh, why is 
something that you feel so passionately about 
so hard put to paper? You have a love you didn’t 
think was possible, you’ve soared through life’s 
ups and down side by side, experienced countless 
memories and grown in more ways than you knew 
were possible; but how do you tell them all of that 
and more at the alter? Well, while we can’t exactly 
write your vows for you, we have a few little tips 
that may just get those creative vibes flowing. 

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF
That’s the stuff they’ll love! Those tiny little things 
that they think go unnoticed, forgotten. The things 
that they may not love about themselves or even 
notice, that you fall more and more in love with 
every single day. Now is your chance to tell them 
(if you haven’t already, which you should!) 

GET DOWN AND PERSONAL
You heard me; don’t be afraid to speak of 
the unknown. She will be captivated that 
you dared to speak out and profess your 
love, your heart and all that lies within. 
These are words exchanged between just 
the two of you, forget about who else will 
hear and let them come from your heart. 
She is your wife, your lover and the one who 
will be beside you through every day that 
lies ahead.

GO BACK TO WHERE YOU MET
Inspiration can sometimes be a tricky one; 
how can you find the right words when 
you’re mind in running at the speed of daily 
life (a million miles an hour)? My advice; 
take a little drive. Cruise down to the local 

places that hold beautiful memories and 
think back to what it felt like, what it smelt 
like and what it sounded like – it may spark 
little something from within.

LET THE MELODIES RING 
Get the tunes flowing. Does she have a 
favourite song? Does he come to mind 
when a certain song comes begins to play? 
Turn on the musical vibes and let it move 
through you; you never know, there could a 
perfect little theme to help you along your 
way (or a great one liner if you’re lucky!)

READ A LITTLE LOVE
Get involved in a little literature – you will 
be surprised by how they use their words 
to connect emotions and stories together. 
Feed off a little love from a modern 
romantic novel or take it back to where is 
all began with a subtly intrinsically warming 
Jane Austen classic; who knows how your 
senses will be enlightened.

JUST BE YOU
Last but not least, the most important 
one of all, speak words that reflect you as 
a person. Don’t conform to what you feel 
has to be written, write from your heart, 
structured or jumbled it doesn’t matter – 
they are your words from your heart. 

Relax, it back and just be yourself. She may 
be witty and you may be funny. He may be 
unveiling promises and you may be poetic; 
whatever it may be, stay true to who you 
are – that’s why they fell in love with you in 
the first place. 
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12. 10 QUIRKY WEDDING IDEAS

10 QUIRKY WEDDING IDEAS
Alright, here is the truth. The things I get to 
see and experience at a wedding are pretty 
amazing. There are cultural traditions, special 
announcements and even some pretty crazy 
guests; but truth be told, being a wedding 
photographer (and one who isn’t afraid of a little 
‘out of ordinary’), I’m also enlightened with the 
weird, whacky and the (crazily) wonderful!

Piecing together your special day can take every 
inch of your mind when it comes to making 
decisions, so throwing in a few curve balls, and by 
curve balls I mean quality quirks, can be a whole 
new game field – but hey, that’s what makes every 
wedding unique!

Some are wild and some a little more tame, but 
here are my top ten quirkiest wedding ideas, a little 
taste of who dares wins! 

 Cake Smash
Start your traditional food fight anniversary 
with your very own cake smash. Yes, I’ve seen 
it happen, icing to the face and cream in the 
hair all done on purpose. Why do the babies 
get to have all the fun with a cake smash? 
Own it (and eat it!!)

 Second Dress
A mid reception costume change? Why not! 
A dazzling gown of sequins or a bright bold 
pretty number, having a second dress to 
change into is becoming less quirky and way 
more popular than you think.

	Sunset Ceremony
Your favourite part of the day (and mine too) 
could be the perfect moment to become 
husband and wife. Switching the formalities of 
the day towards the end will have you saying 
I do as the sun steps of into the ocean, a 
backdrop of utter perfection.

	Wedding Piñata 
For the wild at heart, and those who love a 
good jelly bean or two(hundred)! The perfect 
little dessert idea to have you guests laughing 
on that sugar high all night long. Did someone 
say team bonding? Plus, everyone loves being 
showered in lollies, right?

	Wedding Crèche
Quirky or just down right genius!? Mums and 
dads will be sending back their RSVP quicker 
than you can Rugrats Gone Wild.

	Wedding Guest Bouquet
Create your own bouquet as your guests hand 
you flowers one by one on you way down the 
aisle. When you reach the end (with your love 
awaiting) you’ll have a hand full of blessings, 
each given by someone special in your life – 
there could be no better bunch! 

	Karaoke
If your down to par-tay this is where it’s at. 
This entertainment equals a big fat tick. You’ll 
be sure to hear all the classics and of course 
a little MC Hammer, so chuck back that extra 
tequila and grab hold of the microphone, Elvis 
has entered the building!

	Puppy Love
They say it’s a man best friend right? I’ve seen 
puppies in tuxedos, speedos and flower crowns; 
and I’m not even joking. Furry friends are a huge 
part of your life (sometimes you love them more 
than your friends, let’s be honest) so if your 
venue allows, let them join your special day!

	Sandy Picnics
It’s a setting like no other and if you’re beach 
people you’ll totally get it. The Gold Coast 
has some of the most beautiful beaches in 
the world, so throw down your cushions and 
blankets and turn your ceremony into the 
ultimate coastal gathering with relaxed vibes 
through ad through.

	Match-Maker
This is one I have seen and love, cause 
apparently it’s not all about the bride and the 
groom on their wedding day! Do you have 
a little match-maker amongst your guests? 
Picture this; A Cupid’s bow and arrow and 
wristband of high flying helium balloons and a 
jacket detailed ‘Matchmaker’. Your guests can 
personally thank them for the party!

Minimal, quirky or somewhere in between, the 
special pieces you add to your day are exactly 
that, special; and I’ll be there to capture it all.
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13.  WHAT NOT TO DO ON THE 
MORNING OF YOUR GOLD 
COAST WEDDING

It’s easy to get lost in the magic of your wedding morning, and let’s be honest, 
that’s what it’s all about! While it all goes so quickly with the adventures of golf, 
surfing and sleep-ins for the boys, and the girls are swept in pamper preparations 
and champagne breakfasts’, it is easy to forget a few key ingredients that can 
make a whole lot of difference to this incredible occasion – and boys, we have a 
few tips for you too!

FOR THE GLORIOUS GIRLS:
Steady on the champagne 
Add in little extra OJ to that mouth-watering Mimosa, it’s hard to resist a bit of 
bubbly fun but you don’t want to feel too light headed walking down the aisle, just 
enough to calm to the nerves! 

Hands off the flowers
You are going to be drooling over the beautiful blooms your florist delivers to you, 
and has worked oh so hard on, so find the coolest place in the house ie. bathroom 
or laundry and let them rest –  the more you touch, the more they wilt, so hands 
off gals.

Don’t fear a little Rain
If it happens it happens, don’t let a few tears from the sky dampen your day! 
It’s probably the one thing you cannot control when it comes to your wedding 
day so instill a little extra trust in your incredible vendors and leave it up to your 
talented photographer to capture the sweetest of moments given any condition –  
remember it’s their area of expertise!  

NOW, FOR THE GENTLE-MEN
Avoid injuries!
Yes, I am talking to you. It’s hard to resist a morning of backyard footy, cricket, 
surfing, golfing, you name it –  But whatever you do, just don’t get hurt! The last 
thing we need is for you to be rushing to the hospital or have the makeup artist 
popping in for touch ups on a black eye; this goes for you Groomsmen too! 

Um, hello, THE RING
Do not, I repeat, DO NOT forget the rings. Find the most responsible mate, 
preferably the one who hasn’t had the extra glass of Johnny Walker and make sure 
he has them safe and sound, then double check! 

UP AND AT EM!
Do not underestimate how long it will take you to get ready. Get up nice and 
early, and by that I just mean a reasonable hour and get all the grooming out of 
the way. Cure any of last nights’ beers with a big hearty breakfast and enjoy the 
time getting ready while your Gold Coast Wedding Photographer snaps up some 
memorable shots – it’s your special day too, take it all in and enjoy.
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14.  WEDDING DAY HAIR AND MAKEUP TIPS 
AND TRICKS

When it comes to hair and makeup for your special 
day it can often be left until the last minute or 
totally forgotten about as the excitement of table 
arrangements and font styles take over in full deco 
swing. While yes, these things are very important, 
so is your hair and makeup. I am not saying this 
to be superficial or that you have to look a certain 
way, but YOU will be in more of your wedding 
pictures than your perfectly crafted doughnut 
sign (even though doughnuts are perfect in every 
single way). I have teamed up with a great friend 
and professional hair and makeup artist to give 
you some top tips when thinking about hair and 
makeup for your wedding day.

 Like most of your top priority wedding 
vendors, hair and makeup artists can book out 
well over a year in advance. If you have been 
scouting Facebook, Pinterest or instagram 
and have your eye on someone in particular, 
get in touch sooner rather than later!

 Pinterest is a wonderful thing; all praise the 
Pinterest angels! Take pictures and pin a 
million things you love; it doesn’t have to be 
the exact style, but your artist will get a better 
understanding of what your trying to explain 
– they say a picture tells a thousand words 
right? It can be hard explaining some of those 
intricate styles.

 There is such thing as an ‘undone-done’ look; 
people often think they are going crazy when 
they ask for this, but it is a thing and a VERY 
popular one at that. Many brides want to look 
like themselves ‘just a little more glam’ for 
their special day and this is the perfect way!

 The camera will soften a few layers. TRUE! I 
wouldn’t hold this as an excuse to go the full 
shebang if makeup isn’t your thing, but keep 
in mind a little will soften behind the lens – a 
little extra blush ain’t gunna hurt nobody!

 To lash or not to lash – it is always the 
question! Individual lashes will give you a 
more natural look and can be placed just on 
the outside to brighten up those eyes while 
strip lashes will do the same with a little bit 
more volume. (P.s always get your artist to 
check you’re not allergic to the glue, you don’t 
want puffy eyes on your wedding day before 
the crying starts!)

 Light and dark coloured hair will look different 
when styled! Intricate hairstyles on dark hair 
can sometimes get lost when the colour is 
solid while the blonde is more prominent. 
When you go on your pinning rampage, make 
sure your looking at pictures with similar hair 
tones to yours so you can see what it will 
actually look like. 

 Always have a trial!! There are so many reason 
for this; meet the person you are spending 
your morning with, make sure you feel 
comfortable, excited and calm with them. 
Ensure you don’t react to any of the makeup, 
try different styles so you can put any second 
guessing to rest, and most importantly make 
sure your 100% happy!!
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15.  WHAT HAPPENS ONCE 
YOU HAVE BOOKED YOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHER?

You have chosen the date, have ideas on florals, dresses and styling all overflowing 
in your mind and you have inquired with Feather & Finch, so what happens now? 
Well, now is where all the fun begins, and the excitement starts to really sink in for 
both of us! 

One of the most special things about your wedding journey is that everyone’s is 
different. There are so many little quirks that make up the unique characters of our 
clients and we have a few little steps within the Feather & Finch process to ensure 
we are the perfect fit and can capture your day in the most comfortable and 
natural way possible.

So, to kick things off, once you have inquired with us the first thing we like to 
do is organise a meeting! In our studio, at your local café or a Skype call for you 
international and interstate peeps, this meeting gives us chance to not only chat 
face to face but ensure we are on the same path when it comes to the imagery for 
your wedding day.

After we meet we set you up with your own personal portal – yep, you got it – 
a place where we can communicate for the months, sometimes years, leading 
up to your day instead of trying to filter through old emails and messages! We 
really encourage this interaction with our couples as it not only provides clear 
information but enables you to feel organised and on track for everything to do 
with your wedding photography! 

It is from this point we are available to you 24/7; via email, phone, location 
scouts, studio catch ups, you name it – we are there!  We encourage as much 
communication as possible and love scouting out each venue with you to see your 
visions for the day, regardless if we have been there before! 

As your day draws near we have a few mandatory catch ups at the three-
month, two-month and two to three-week stage, here we can get a little more 
in depth and plan a little more detail – and by plan, I mean timings etc, not your 
photography poses, there will be none of that!  

Once we have captured this phenomenal love of yours our team will have all of 
your images back in your hand within thirty days! We love to arrange a studio 
meeting with all the finer trimmings of beers and champagne to unwind and watch 
the narration of your love unfold. Caution: there may be beaming smiles and way 
too many tears of happiness as you walk away! 

From the very beginning right until the end Feather & Finch are all about enjoying 
this journey with you. We want to feel just as much a guest at the wedding as we 
are vendor. The natural moments unveil the second you feel comfortable with the 
people surrounding and this is exactly what we want to capture on your wedding 
day.
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16.  DO I REALLY NEED TO POSE?

Capturing images that represent your wedding 
day is so much more than your standard ‘look into 
each other’s eyes on the count of three and smile’. 
There are so many couples, and I am talking a 
good 90%, that fear their wedding photos; ‘I’m not 
very photogenic, I never look good in photos, this 
is going to be so awkward, are you going to tell us 
how to pose?’. Well let’s cut to the chase and let 
me tell you why not posing is the best thing you 
could possibly do!

This day is a celebration of love, so all you need 
to focus is exactly that; from the morning mimosa 
and round of golf, right through to those first 
few moments as husband and wife, I am there to 
bring these to life, there is no need for me to tell 
you how to pose, nor do you need to, your natural 
love will flow and shine - and that’s exactly what I 
am after.

I want you to look back on these photos in all 
the years to come and see those laugh out loud 
moments, the unseen tears and the hidden little 
whispers between yourselves as you stroll hand 
in hand through your chosen location and just 
enjoying each other’s presence. If you want to 
cry, cry, if you want to skip back down the aisle 
through the colourful confetti, then go right 
ahead and do that too! These are the captures 
that will truly represent your love, free from all 
fear of awkwardness and just beaming with the 
elements of you. You will be pleasantly surprised 
on just how special and perfectly angled these 
become without any posing or modelling 
instructions from myself or any other random 
posing blog you might have scuffled across – you 
guys just be you and leave the rest to me, it’s the 
part I love the most.
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17.  WHEN DO I GET TO SEE MY 
WEDDING PICTURES?

After your wedding day most vendors are all finished up; they pack down their 
settings, scrape their plates and turn the music off; but luckily for photographers 
that is not the case. Long before and after your wedding our creative mind is 
processing and thinking about your wedding photos; where to take them, how to 
compose them and how to best portray that honest love through each individual 
image.

While your day itself was where your magic unfolded, it is here after that ours 
continues.

Feather and Finch endeavour to get your wedding images to you as quickly as 
possible, however, like any craftsman will tell you, you cannot rush art! Within 4-6 
weeks you will be reliving that beautiful day all over again and I can’t wait to share 
it with you – but you may get a sneaky little still or two to keep you going in the 
meantime!

My passion is to give you the highest quality of images in their purest form. Unlike 
that awesome DJ that can turn down his music with the flick of a switch, I need 
a little time to individually select the best captures and edit them to ensure all of 
your unique love is at the forefront of what I deliver.  

Once they have been complete, we will organise an in-studio catch up (if you’re 
available) where you can see your love on the big screen. Alternatively we will send 
your package to you so you can look on together and share the memories that will 
last a lifetime together forever.
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18.  DESTINATION UNKNOWN – HONEYMOON 
HOTSPOTS FOR EVERYONE

It is the celebration after the celebration, your time 
away from wedding planning, away from the world 
finally a time to soak up all those newly-wed vibes. 
It’s the long awaited holiday bringing all those 
‘honeymoon’ dreams to life; where the whole world 
stops for a few weeks, or even just a few days, 
and the only thing that matters is how cold your 
cocktail is, what time you book dinner and where 
the daily adventures may lead. 

But what makes a honeymoon destination so 
sweet? Just like love, there is no one size fits all, 
we all crave different elements for our honeymoon; 
some destinations are all about the adrenalin 
adventures, treks through untouched worlds and 
discovering new cultures, others are all about 
fine dining, quiet quality time and an island style 
relaxation. 

When it comes to picking your honeymoon 
destination there are so many places that offer 
the best of both worlds! Take the Blue Mountains 
in NSW for example; you can relax and unwind in 
the tranquil surroundings of treehouse retreats or 
get lost (not literally!) through the bushland on 
daily hiking and camping adventures. Hawaii (and 

that a better than any postcard, this honeymoon 
destination is popular for those lovers who like 
some time to unwind. It’s the perfect destination 
to switch off from the world and listen to the 
melodies of the ocean. 

BYRON BAY
Sometimes the best getaway can be one that’s not 
too far away! By travelling somewhere close you 
can still find a slice of paradise that will hold all the 
cherished memories you wish to create. Relax by 
day and Wategos Beach and then head back into 
town at sundown for live music, cheeky cocktails 
and all the summer-filled vibes you could possibly 
sink in. A Byron Bay honeymoon is super cost 
effective if you’re travelling from the Gold Coast 
and has Airbnb’s that will have you feeling a whole 
other world away. 

AYERS ROCK
This Australian gem is home to some of the most 
beautiful sunsets in the world. If you want an 
experience that is unforgettable, pack your bags 
and head to the centre of the country for star-
gazing nights and pool side days. This is one for 
the adventurer, lovers who seek a Dreamtime. 

most island destinations) will have many places 
for you sit by the pool with a cocktail in hand, yet 
also have many places to eat out, experience the 
culture and try something new! 

We have put together our top 5 honeymoon 
destinations (in no particular order) to help kick-
start the honeymoon planning and get that travel 
bug of yours into full swing. 

NEW ZEALAND
From romance through to adrenalin filled 
adventures, an NZ honeymoon is a one stop shop! 
The snow-capped mountains of Queenstown will 
be a vision you’ll never forget as you come in to 
land so be sure to get a daytime flight! Try the hot 
springs with champagne in hand or relax in your 
five star surroundings with landscapes that will 
blow your mind. New Zealand is close to home and 
still classified as an overseas holiday! 

COOK ISLANDS 
This one is for the island dreamers, the sun 
soaking, sand loving couples who want their time 
alone in the sunshine and salt sea. Incredible 
food with an amazing culture and shorelines 

Your senses will be totally enlighten with five-star 
dinners under the stars with all their stories told. 
If you’re feeling a little road trip, take your time 
travelling and stop in through different towns 
along the way to see Australia in a whole new 
light! 

HAWAII
It is so easy to fall in love with the islands of Hawaii. 
Pristine waters, endless shopping and a million 
adventures lay on every inch of this incredible 
honeymoon destination. Island hop your way 
around the shorelines, surf, bake and soak. You 
can go as relaxed or as high-class as you like in 
Hawaii, I guess that’s why it is so popular! There 
is something for everyone, even if you take the 
kiddies!

Whatever it may be, make it one to remember! Fill 
it with treasured memories, unforgettable nights 
and many moments of happiness – that is what it 
is all about! 

P.S If you’re really stuck and ready for an 
adventure, find a map, put a blind fold on and let 
your instincts guide you; where ever you land, you 
go! 
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19.  THE REAL REASONS 
I LOVE DESTINATION 
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY

Being behind the lens of camera is my all-time favourite, whether it 
be shooting a real wedding, the first-minute nerves of an engagement 
shoot (that never last much longer than that) or the raw moments of my 
son’s evolving happiness, I learnt through the personal experiences at a 
young age that having once in a lifetime moments to cherish forever is 
something that can never be replaced. 

So why destination wedding photography? While the endless adventures 
it enables me to endure are incredible, there is so much more to a 
destination wedding that meets the eye. Yes, the location is impeccable, 
but all the moments surrounding allow me to immerse myself into their 
world of love, how people look and feel when they are seen together and 
how they act when they have their selves alone. They are completely 
relaxed, and truly soaking up every inch of their time away in one of their 
favourite locations. 

Taking my camera to exotic places around the world is something I 
am truly grateful for, but the experiences that come along with are 
honestly even more beautiful. Spending time on the pristine shores of 
crystal clear waters, right through to riding chair lifts to the top of snow-
capped mountains, being able to shoot the raw excitement and true love 
between these souls truly ignites my passion for photography. 

While there are the obvious perks for the peeps in this profession, there 
are also many for the bride and groom. Having a photographer that you 
have formed a relationship with leading up to your wedding can play a 
huge part in the result of your wedding captures, not to mention ease 
some unneeded nerves on the big day. If you get the opportunity to get 
in front of the camera for an engagement shoot, you will feel a million 
dollars knowing how your story will be brought to life on your wedding 
day, not to mention that camera-shy husband to be will know that he 
doesn’t have to pose and pout to get the perfect shot! 

Now finally, and I’m not throwing this one in on anyone’s behalf but you 
may just get a little more. Having the opportunity to travel and explore 
new places allows your photographer to investigate the best of the best 
locations and who knows, maybe even sneak in a few extra shots while 
they are relaxing and enjoying the spectacular surroundings of your now 
special place with your family and friends. 

Shooting the unforgettable moments of your wedding day is my passion; 
any location, any country, anywhere – let’s do this! 
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20.  AN ALBUM MORE THAN 
JUST AN ALBUM | FINE ART 
WEDDING ALBUMS

One of the most beautiful things about your wedding day is the joy it brings by 
surrounding yourself with all the people you love, from all different walks of life and 
in some cases, from all over the world. Even if you’re a couple that choose to elope 
and have a gorgeous little intimate ceremony and plan a bit of an after party in 
the weeks to come, the time spent looking through the captures of your wedding 
day with loved ones is something you will never forget. When will you look at you 
wedding album next? 

Some may think it’s a forgotten coffee table book, an album that gets stored under 
the stairs like Mr. Harry Potter or waste of space in a minimalists’ haven, but the 
true nature of this book is so much more than just that of a book. These images tell 
your whole story, from the individual quirks that you each have right through the 
words that are left unsaid but spoken through the way he holds your hand, or how 
she looks in to your eyes. 

What is left after the party has ended? Your guests have returned home, the cake 
has been eaten (and the left overs too) and the dress has been tucked away with 
Harry because there isn’t enough room in the wardrobe – your wedding photos, 
your uniquely designed Feather & Finch wedding album containing all the little 
pieces of the day that will never be forgotten. This book will bring you tears of 
happiness, nostalgic moments and plenty of laughter, in the end its an exact 
reflection of your wedding day, of your love, the special day that you first thought 
could only be lived once.

So, the next time two families come together for an occasion, or Aunt Sally 
decides to stop in for a cuppa on her way to Bingo, bring it out, share the love and 
let everyone enjoy those special moments all over again, cause while you feel these 
might not have much importance now, as the days go on and the memories begin 
to fade this will forever remind you of the binding love you share.
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